PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



U^TERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILIIT 

(Chapter 1 of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



(PCT Rule 44/?w) 


Applicant* s or agent' s file reference 


FOR FURTHER ACTION 


Sec item 4 below 


P045387PCT 






International application No. 


Internationa] filing date (day/month/year) 


Priority date (day/motuh/year) 


PCT/EP2005/000551 


14 January 2005 (14.01 .2005) 


1 4 January 2004 (1 4.01 .2004) 


International Patent Classification (8th edition unless older edition indicated) 




See relevant information in Form PCT/ISA/237 




Applicant 






SINGLE BUOY MOORINGS INC. 







1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis.Ha). 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 



3. This repoit contmns indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. 1 


Basis of the report 


□ 


Box No. IT 


Priority 


□ 


Box No. m 


Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability 


□ 


Box No. IV 


Lack of unity of invention 




Box No. V 


Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 




Box No. VI 


Certain documents cited 




Box No. Vn 


• 

Certain defects in the international application 


□ 


Box No. Vm 


Certain observations on the international application 



4. The International Bureau will communicate this report to designated Offices in accordance with Rules 44/?w.3(c) and 93bisA but 
not, except where the applicant makes an express request under Article 23(2), before the expiration of 30 monUis from the priority 
date (Rule 44ib{f .2). 
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FOR FURTHER ACTION 
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International application No. 
PCT/EP2005A)00551 



International filing date (day/hmnth^ear) 
14.01.2005 



Priority date (dayAnonth^ear) 
14.01.2004 



Intamatlonal Patent Classification (IPC) or both national classification and IPC 
F16C11/D4 



Applicant 
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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



^ Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
Box No. V 



□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 

□ BoxNo.Vlli 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establlshment of opinion with regard to novelty. Inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43bfe.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the International application 

Certain obsen^ations on the international application 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

if a demand for international preliminary examination Is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen 'PEA has notffed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1 b/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

if this opinion Is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the iPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendmente, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCJASPJ220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA^20. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 
PCT/EP2005A)00551 



Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1. Wrth regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was.filed, unless othenwise indicated under this item. 

n Thi<5 oninion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
° JZu^^ wSK the lanS^^ a translation fumished for the purposes of intemational search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1 (b)). 

2 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in t^^^^^^ application and 

neceSSn^ to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written fomnat 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the intemational application as filed. 

□ filed together with the Intemational application in computer readable form. 

□ fumished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 



3. □ 



In orirtitinn in thP rasB that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing andtor table relating thereto 
LaftoS filed of S^^^^^^ that the information in the subsequent or a^^^^^^ 

52plS te ictentiMuSS the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V. Reasoned statement under Rule 43t>;s.1 (a)(1) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes; 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-8 


No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 



1 . The invention relates to a pivot bearing witli reduced angle of articulation. Sucli an ar- 
rangement is known from GB 856 569 A. 

To provide a bearing for a hinge, accommodating small motions without significant 
wear and fatigue, the features of claim 1 are proposed. 

Such a pivot bearing with a load bearing shell, being fixed to a housing and having 
abutment surfaces for abutment with abutment surfaces of shear elements, which are 
fixed to the pivot or the housing, is neither known from nor rendered obvious by the 
cited prior art. 

The subject-matter of independent claim 1 is also able to work and can be 
manufactured. 

Accordingly, independent claim 1 meets the requirements of novelty, inventive step 
and industrial application according to Articles 33(2) to 33(4) PCT. 

2. Dependent claims 2 to 8 define further advantageous and non-obyious variations of 
the bearing according to independent claim 1 and thus equally meet the requirements 
of novelty, inventive step and industrial application according to Articles 33(2) to 33(4) 
PCT. 
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